STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA

STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
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CASE NUMBER
COMPLAINT FORM CA%,'__&%’ - Og@

COMPLAINANT: Frederick R Ange Jr. RESPONDENT: Jason Branham
ADDRESS:

ADDRESS: T
TELEPHOME NUMBER: TELEPHOME NUMBER

TiITLE: Citizen TITLE: Richland County District 1 Council Member
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It has come to my attention that my Richland County Council representative, Jason Branham, may have received
campaign contributions in excess of those allowed by Section 8-13-1314 of the South Carolina Code of Laws Chapter 13,
Article 1. This complaint is made in good faith, and is based on information received from Mr. Branham’s 2022 Initial
Report which is available on the South Carolina Ethics Commission’s website; as well as filings available from the North
Carolina Secretary of State’s Business Search portal.

For January 9% 2022, Mr. Branham reported 10 donations of $1,000 each, all from companies based in North Carolina. A
search of Articles of Incorporation (AOl), Annual Filings, Amendments, etc. identified a link to the same two individuals —
Gregory Scott and Thomas Brock; and a consistent address: 1315 Westbrook Plaza Drive, Winston Salem, NC 27103
(though other addresses may have been used depending on the time period). In at least two cases, the businesses had
not filed their annual reports and were administratively dissolved in 2021 {meaning that they no longer exist), before
Mr. Branham reported receiving the donations.

| would respectfully ask that you review the attached documents, form your own opinion, and take appropriate action.

Respectfully, Fred Ange

If there is u Aading of probable cause. the Fullowing docursents become public record: ihe complaint, the respomse
(if omy} by respondent, and the nutice of bearing. If o hearing is 1o be held, the Gowl erder and ofl exhibits become
public record. I no hearing is held following o fndimyg of proboble cause, the fknal disposttinn of the matier beouses
public recond.
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Balance of Contributions This Period

Contributions on Hand (Beginning this Period) $0.00
Total Contributions (This Period)(+) $10,100.00
Total Expenditures (This Period)(-) $0.00
Contributions On Hand (Period End)(=) $10,100.00
Loans
Loan Balance: $0.00
Contributions
Date Contributor Address Occupation Amount
1/9/2022  Scott & Brock, PC ;}fﬂgﬁg‘gﬁi%‘é 27104 $1,000.00
1/9/2022  Bullhead Investments, LLC Lot ’gi"é’:l‘:m?aﬁé‘g;m $1,000.00
1/9/2022  BSB Properties, LLC %ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ%gm3 $1,000.00
192022  AMSX, Inc. gg&m&gg#& $1,000.00
1/92022  Barbel Investments Corp. ‘\‘S;ggs“s’;fmcﬁ‘é';‘;l o4 $1,000.00
1/9/2022  Brock & Scott, PLLC g;fstxesstab{;flggﬁgé $1,000.00
1/9/2022  Cirratus Holdings, LLC %?&g;ﬂﬁ:ﬂfﬁg;m $1,000.00
1/92022  Channel Group, LLC g&:ﬁﬁﬁgﬂgﬁ%l b $1,000.00
1/9/2022  Brock & Scott Holding, Inc ;3&2‘;"*‘8‘:{;‘,‘15?2"‘7?5'3 $1,000.00
1/9/2022  Comprehensive Legal Solutions, Inc. g&g&i“;‘fﬂgﬁaﬁ%l 03 $1,000.00
1/5/2022  Jason Branham fggo‘f“é%’ﬂz‘;ggé Attorney $100.00
Total $10,100.00

*** No Expenditures Reported. ***

¥** No Loans Reported. ***




#** No Loans Repayment Reported. ***

*** No Account Credits Reported. ***


























































































NOTICE OF HEARING

C2025-040, Jason Branham

Page 3 of 4

A pre-hearing conference may be scheduled prior to the hearing to allow exchange of
witness lists and evidence, marking of exhibits, and disposition of motions or pleadings. In the
event you fail to appear, judgment by default will be rendered against you. If there are any

questions concerning the above notice or hearing times, please contact the State Ethics

Commission.

Meghan Xalker Dayson, Executive Director
State Ethits Commission

b
Dated this a!:(s day,

of May 2026.



NOTICE OF HEARING
C2025-040, Jason Branham
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Certificate of Service by Certified Mail

I hereby certify that a copy of this NOTICE OF HEARING was duly served on RESPONDENT Jason
Branham, 206 Averill Lane, Irmo, SC 29063 by de ositing said NOTICE OF HEARING in the United
States mail, Columbia, South Carolina on this éﬁ» day of \{ 2026, by CERTIFIED MAIL, E-
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED, appropriate postage affixed, and a return address clearly indicated on
said envelope.

Marquita S.;Kessler /'

Columbia, South Carolina State Ethics Commission (803) 253-4192
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RICHLAND BEFORE THE STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
IN THE MATTER OF:

COMPLAINT C2025-040
Frederick Ange, Jr., CONSENT ORDER
Complainant,

Jason Branham,
Respondent.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

This matter comes before the South Carolina State Ethics Commission (Commission) by
way of a complaint filed on April 21, 2025. Pursuant to Section 8-13-320(10)(i) of the South
Carolina Ethics, Government Accountability, and Campaign Reform Act (Ethics Act), the
Complaint against Jason Branham (Respondent) was considered by the Commission and probable
cause was found to warrant an evidentiary hearing. Prior to the call of the case, Respondent agreed
to the following:

STATEMENTS OF FACT

1. Respondent was elected to the Richland County Council on November &, 2022.

(3]

As an elected official, Respondent filed a Statement of Economic Interests (SEI) on or before
March 30 in 2022, 2024, 2025, and 2026.

3. Respondent filed his 2023 SEI on April 7, 2023.

4. Respondent filed an Injtial Campaign Disclosure Report (CDR) on January 14, 2022. Since
January 14, 2022, Respondent has maintained a balance of contributions in his campaign bank
account and, as such, has continued to file quarterly CDRs. In that regard, Respondent failed

to timely file the following CDRs:

i ACDR- 5% CDR Due CDR Filgd, -
| Quarier 2 2023 | 7/10/2023 8/14/2023
Quarter 12024 | 4/10/2024 8/9/2024j

NDT
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1.

3.

4.

Consent Order
Jason Branham, C2025-040
Page 2 of 4
Quarter 2 2024 | 7/10/2024 |  8/9/2024
Quarter 3 2024 | 10/10/2024 11/1/2024
Quarter 12025 | 1/10/2025 7/7/2025 |
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Based upon the Statements of Facts, the Commission concludes, as a matter of law:
At all times relevant, Respondent was a public official, as defined by Section 8-13-100(27).
Therefore, the Commission has personal and subject matter jurisdiction.
Respondent failed to file the Quarter 2 2023 CDR, Quarter 1 2024 CDR, Quarter 2 2024 CDR,
Quarter 3 2024 CDR, and Quarter 1 2025 CDR within ten (10) days of the end of the calendar
quarter, all in violation of Section 8-13-1308(B), which provides:

Following the filing of an initial certified campaign report,
additional certified campaign reports must be filed within ten days
following the end of each calendar quarter in which contributions
are received or expenditures are made, whether before or after an
election until the campaign account undergoes final disbursement
pursuant to the provisions of Section 8-13-1370.

Respondent failed to file the 2023 SEI on or before March 30, 2023, in violation of Section 8-
13-1140, which provides, in relevant part:

A person required to file a statement of economic interests under
this chapter annually shall file, pursuant to Section 8-13-365, an
updated statement for the previous calendar year, no later than noon
on March thirtieth of each calendar year

Respondent has accrued $600.00 in late-filing penalties in accordance with Section 8-13-
1510(A), which provides, in relevant part:

Except as otherwise specifically provided in this chapter, a person
required to file a report or statement under this chapter who files a
late siatement or report or fails to file a required statement or report
must be assessed a civil penalty as follows: (1) a fine of cne hundred
dollars if the statement or report is not filed within five days after
the established deadline provided by law in this chapter; and (2) after
notice has been given by ceitified or registered mail that a required

NPT
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Consent Order
Jason Branham, C2025-040
Page 3 of 4

statement or report has not been filed, a fine of ten dollars per
calendar day for the first ten days after notice has been given, and
one hundred dollars for each additional calendar day in which the
required statement or report is not filed, not exceeding five thousand
dollars.

5. Section 8-13-130 allows the Coramission to levy an enforcement or administrative fee on a
person who 1s in violation of any provision of the Ethics Act.
DISCUSSION
The Commission found probable cause to charge Respondent with five (5) counts of
Section 8-13-1308(B) for failing to timely file CDRs for the following quarters: Quarter 2 2023,
Quarter 1 2024, Quarter 2 2024, Quarter 3 2024, and Quarter 1 2025. The Commission also found
probable cause to charge Respondent with one (1) count of Section 8-13-1140 for failing to timely
file a 2023 SEJI.' Through this Consent Order, Respondent acknowledges that he violated the
Ethics Act as described herein.
DISPOSITION
1. The Commission hereby finds Respondent in violation of five (5) counts of Section 8-13-
1308(B) and one (1) count of Section 8-13-1140.
2. The Commission hereby adopts the Statements of Fact, Conclusions of Law, Discussion, and
Disposition as agreed upon by the Respondent.

' The Complaint alleged Respondent accepted ten (10) excessive contributions on January 9, 2022. The
Complaint alleged that the excessive contributions originated from companies in North Carolina that were
linked to the same two (2) individuals. The Commission’s investigation revealed each of the companies
referenced were legally distinct entities and that each contribution was drawn from a separate bank account
held in the name of the respective business. Accordingly, the Commission did not find prebable cause to
support this allegation. See SEC A095-005 (finding corporations have separate contribution limits under
Section 8-13-1314 when the corporations have distinct and separate business purposes). However, during
the Commission’s investigation, the iate-filed reports discussed herein were discovered and charged. See
Reg. 52-705(C)(2) (“If, in the course of the investigation, other issues involving potential violations of the
law are found, these issues shall likewise be investigated.”).

NOT
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Consent Order
Jason Branham, C2025-040
Page 4 of 4

THEREFORE, the Commission hereby issues this Written Warning to Respondent and
orders Respondent to pay a late-filing penalty of $600.00 ($100.00 per report)* within ninety (90)
days from his receipt of this Order. The Commission declines to assess an administrative fee given
that the Commission’s investigation was primarily focused on the allcgations contained in the
Complaint, for which there was insufficient evidence to find probable cause.

By executing this Consent Order, Respondent understands that he is not only admitting to
violations of the Act but also confessing to a judgment of $600.00 (less any money paid to the
Commission) in the event he does not make full and timely payment or action as provided in this
Order. in that cvent, the Commission shall file a Judgment against Respondent in the County of
Respondent’s last known residence. Upon said filing, the Clerk of Court shall enter this Order in

the amount of $600.90 (less-any mioney paid to the Commission) in its Judgment Rolls, without

cost to the Commission.

TASO ANHAM
RESPONDENT

? Respondent’s late-filing penalty is limited to $160.00 per report because he was already in compliance
when the Complaint was filed and therefore did not receive certified notice of his failure to file under
Section 8-13-1510(A)(2).





