


















































































Please consider the following as response to complaint number C2025-061. 

 

1. As to allegation number 1, I purchased services from Campaign Research and Strategy, Inc. On 

November 8, 2022, I received an invoice for $1400 for these services. 

I did not have sufficient campaign funds in my account to pay the full amount at the time and 

paid $500 toward the balance on March 27, 2023. From that point, I intended to continue to 

donate funds into my account and make recurring payments on the balance until it was paid in 

full. Due to the outstanding balance on this invoice, I kept my campaign account open.  

The complaint is correct that I reported no payments for the subsequent reporting periods, and 

the reason for that is simple; I made no payments during those reporting periods. The balance 

remained outstanding and as a result, my campaign account remained open so that I may 

continue to receive contributions and make payment to retire the debt. 

Unfortunately for me, I was unable to obtain any further donations after the election. On July 

17, 2025, I was able to deposit sufficient personal funds into my campaign account and pay off 

the outstanding $900 balance in full on the subject invoice. 

That same day, I contacted Tige Watts, the owner of Campaign Research and Strategy, Inc. (CRS) 

and confirmed the $900 payment fully satisfied my outstanding debt to his company for services 

rendered during the 2022 campaign. I apologized to him for the delay and admitted that I had 

simply forgotten to make recurring payments. 

Therefore, as to the allegation in the complaint, payments for the full $1400 invoice were made 

and reported during the periods in which they occurred, on March 27, 2022 and July 17, 2025, 

respectively, and the matter is concluded. 

2. As to allegation number 2, I fully deny the allegation. The amount of the invoice from Campaign 

Research and Strategy, Inc. and Tige Watts reflect the services provided to my campaign. That is 

the only invoice I received from Mr. Watts or CRS for services rendered, and it fairly and entirely 

reflects the services provided. 

 

My campaign was a financially fledgling one. For a variety of reasons, I struggled to raise outside 

funds and never had the money to access services that other candidates with more funding may 

have been able to purchase. I work as a federal employee in my primary day job. As a result, I 

must also comply with the Hatch Act, which limits certain political activities of federal 

employees who work in connection with federally funded programs. This curtailed my ability to 

fund raise as I had to be very deliberate and cautious in soliciting and accepting donations. I 

could not open my campaign to mass solicitations that were available to other candidates. This 

put me at a tremendous fundraising disadvantage to my peers. 

 

Certainly, I wanted and initially planned to do all sorts of things with my campaign. Several 

emails cited by the Complainant reflect planning conversations that I had with Mr. Watts during 

the early stages of the campaign (Aug-Sept). These were services that I hoped to purchase for 

my campaign. I wanted to hire a professional campaign manager. I wanted to send out mailers. I 

wanted to run advertisements on my web site. I wanted to be able to match everything that my 

opponents were able to do. (Again, to the extent allowed by Hatch). But I simply was unable to 

raise the amount of money needed to execute those plans. As a result, those plans never 



materialized. I did not send mailers. I did not run advertisements; I did not hire a campaign 

manager. I quite simply was not able and did not utilize the same services as other candidates. 

That is likely why the Complainant sees larger amounts spent with certain vendors (i.e. Tige 

Watts) on other campaigns than I was able to spend on mine. The other campaigns were most 

likely able to purchase more services from his company than I was. 

The examples provided by the claimant in item number 2 of her claim do not amount to material 

services, certainly none that a financially disadvantaged candidate, like me, would be willing to 

pay someone else for. Several of his emails simply conveyed easily accessible public information 

that I, myself, could have obtained for free (Exhibit 8 - school district maps, Exhibit 9 - previous 

SEC filings of opponents, Exhibit 15 - voter turnout reports). Therefore, the market value of 

those items is zero. 

Furthermore, Exhibits 11 and 12 – edits to my bio and a fundraising letter are immaterial and of 

minimal value if any at all. My wife, who is a school teacher, ultimately performed the majority 

of drafting and editing my written information, as I valued her professional opinion above all, 

and it was free. 

Regarding Exhibits 13 and 14 – pricing and invoicing for signs, I did as instructed and paid and 

reported the invoice to Velvetex.  

Exhibit 16 is simply an email where Mr. Watts sent me back a copy of the logo that I created. 

The complainant makes the incorrect assumption that Mr. Watts designed my campaign logo. I, 

myself, designed my campaign logo. That was not a service that he performed for me. In this 

case, I was considering printing out materials and wanted to use the same copy of the file that 

was used for my signs. This email reflects Mr. Watts simply sending me the copy that he sent to 

Velvetex for my sign order. 

Exhibit 10 displays an email that was initiated and sent by a third-party and not from me. I 

should not be liable for third party correspondence simply because I was copied on them. 

Additionally, the emails and information provided in Exhibits 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 were 

originated by the third-party volunteer. Although Mr. Watts is copied as a recipient on the 

emails, that does not reflect or constitute me purchasing a service from him. 

The bottom line is that items identified in the complaint are of zero value, or of such 

insignificant value that they do not warrant separate reporting. The $1400 invoice that I 

received (and have now paid in full) to Mr. Watts fairly reflects the total value of all services he 

provided to my campaign. I would not have paid more than the $1400 that I paid for the sum of 

all services he provided. I firmly believe that to be a fair price. 

3. As to allegation number 3 in the complaint, I fully deny and reject the allegations and

assumptions therein.

It is not fair, or rational, to compare my campaign to that of other candidates. First, I do not

know the details of other campaigns or how other candidates spent their money. I only know

the details of my campaign. As established above, my campaign was always struggling

financially. I never had the funding to compete head-to-head with other campaigns. I was aware



that other candidates sent professional mailers. I could not. I had to print my own letters and 

envelopes from my home and mail them myself. I did the work. Mr. Watts never provided any 

mailing services for me. 

 

The emails and information provided in Exhibits 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 were originated or 

provided by a third-party volunteer (Beth Hutchison). Mrs. Hutchison is a former school board 

member and offered her guidance as a volunteer. Although Mr. Watts is copied as a recipient on 

the emails, that does not constitute me purchasing a service from him. Also, I am not entirely 

certain what meeting is being referenced in Exhibit 21, but do affirmatively know that I did not 

participate in such a meeting with Mr. Watts to prepare for the candidate forum. In fact, that 

email may reflect an invitation to the actual forum itself, in which I participated as a candidate 

panelist. I had no interaction with Mr. Watts at that meeting, nor do I even remember him as 

being in attendance. 

 

4. The complaint states “Upon information and belief Scully was also promoted on the mailer for 

which Snipes paid Tige Watts $5,200.” This is absolutely false and simply did not occur. To my 

knowledge, neither me, nor my name, image and likeness ever appeared on any mailer during 

the course of the campaign. I certainly did not authorize or purchase such, as I never had the 

money to do so. During the campaign, especially early while I was still hopeful of meeting my 

fundraising goals, I explored a variety of campaign management, advertising, strategy and 

service options. But the funds needed to execute those plans never materialized and therefore, 

they simply did not occur.  

 

Other candidates ran professional ads. I did not. Again, I could not afford the costs. I certainly 

wanted to and initially intended to hire Mr. Watts to do so. However, I never raised enough 

money to do it and therefore did not follow through with that plan.  

 

One item that I was able to purchase, on my own, was an order of doorknob hangers from 

Trevett’s printing. A former candidate and a campaign volunteer, Beth Hutchison, assisted me 

with placing that order. Originally, we planned to collaborate with the Snipes campaign and 

promote both candidates on it but ultimately decided to do them for my campaign only. I 

worked directly with the vendor, Trevetts, to design and order them. Mr. Watts had no role at 

all in that transaction. That expense is reported in my filings. 

 

The bottom line here is that my campaign was independent of that of others and the service(s) 

that Mr. Watts provided for me was entirely separate and different from those he may have 

provided to others. If other candidates were able to purchase $8000 or $5000 in services from 

Mr. Watts, it doesn’t mean that I did. The reality was I could not financially come close to being 

able to do that and simply did not receive the same services of other candidates. I did not hire or 

employ a Campaign Manager. I served as my own campaign manager, and when I couldn’t, then 

my wife did. Outside of the signs from Velvetex, door hangers from Trevetts and a small order of 

business cards and magnets from Vistaprint, I did not utilize any other professionally printed 

media. Everything else, I designed, printed and distributed myself or with the help of volunteers. 

 

The $1400 in services that I purchased from Mr. Watts was all that I could afford…and even as 

evidenced in item number 1 of this complaint, I struggled mightily to even pay that. That is no 



small expense and I firmly believe it fairly reflects the sum of all services provided to me and my 

campaign by Mr. Watts. I would not have been willing to pay more for the same level of service. 

 

I deny the allegations in the complaint. 

 

In researching the issues, I did discover some additional unreported expenses that occurred 

after the campaign ended. Although, I thought that I had cancelled my recurring expense 

accounts related to my campaign, my GoDaddy.com account later auto-renewed and began 

charging fees. These fees caused my campaign bank account balance to dip below the minimum 

balance threshold which then triggered servicing fees from my bank (Wells Fargo).  

 

This happened for several months without my knowledge. I accept responsibility for this. 

Because I thought everything was shutdown and knew that I had not personally created 

expenditures in the account, I stopped logging into the account and simply forgot about it. 

Therefore, I did not catch the GoDaddy fees and bank service fees being charged. This was an 

oversight on my part. I have since worked with Erin Caughman from the State Ethics 

Commission in correcting and amending my reports as necessary. As of this writing, all of my 

expenses are accounted for, my debts fully paid, reporting is reconciled and final report has 

been submitted. 

 

I appreciate the patience and assistance of everyone at the Commission. Erin was very pleasant 

to work with and extremely helpful in getting my reports back in order. I deny the specific 

allegations of the complaint, but I understand that I had errors in my reports that needed to be 

corrected. I accept full responsibility for those and ask for your fair deference. Ultimately, I take 

ownership of my mistakes and will accept your judgement. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Kevin M. Scully 

 

 

Kscully73@gmail.com 

678-787-1414 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




























