STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

CTATE ETINNS PTG

FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY:

CASE NUMBER
COMPLAINT FORM C 7074 -OXS
COMPLAINANT: State Ethics Commission RESPONDENT: Charlie E. Simmons
ADDRESS: 201 Executive Center Drive ADDRESS:
Suite 150
Columbia, SC 29210 TELEPHONE NUMBER:
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (803) 253-4192 TITLE: Former Councilman — cmassee

Section 8-13-1140, SC Code Ann., 1976, as amended, requires the filing of an updated Statement of Economic
Interests for the previous calendar year annually thereafter prior to March 30. Records in the State Ethics
Commission indicate that the Respondent was required to file the 2020 and 2021 Statement of Economic
Interests.

Respondent was reminded of the filing requirement by letters dated March 3, 2022, April 19, 2022, and July 28,
2022 as described in the attached. In addition, an email reminder was sent thirty days prior to the deadline. To
date, a 2020 or 2021 Statement of Economic Interests have not been received. All in violation of Section 8-13-
1140, SC Code Ann., 1976, as amended.

If there is a finding of probable cause, the following documents become public record: the complaint, the response
(if any) by respondent, and the notice of hearing. If a hearing is to be held, the final order and all exhibits become
public record. If no hearing is held following a finding of probable cause, the final disposition of the matter becomes
public record.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF Richland

Personally appeared before me Meghan Walker Dayson who, first being duly sworn, says that she has read and
knows the contents of the above complaint and that the allegations contained therein, are true and correct to the best of her
own knowledge, except for those matters therein based upon information and belief, and as to those she believes them to
be true.

Swom to and subscribed before me this
j& dayof PPN, 202)

MgChdan Walker Dayson, Exeefitive Director

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission expires ()1/ 22/ 26

SEC-7 (Revised 3/2022)

REPLY TO: 201 Executive Center Drive, Suite 150, Columbia, South Carolina 29210 (803)253-4192
ELECTRONIC COPIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED
C102form






NOTICE OF HEARING

C2023-045 In the Charlie E. Simmons

Page2 of 3

You have the right to be represented by counsel, the right to call and examine witnesses,

the right to introduce exhibits, and the right to cross-examine opposing witnesses. This hearing

will be open to the public as required by Section 8-13-320(10)(j), Code of Laws, South Carolina,

1976, as amended. The procedures to be followed are set forth in the Administrative Procedures

Act, Section 1-23-10, et seq., Code of Laws, South Carolina, 1976, as amended, the State Ethics

Act, Section 8-13-100, et seq., Code of Laws, South Carolina, 1976, as amended, and State Ethics
Commission Regulations, S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 52-707 (1997 Cum. Supp.).

A pre-hearing conference may be scheduled prior to the hearing to allow exchange of

witness lists and evidence, marking of exhibits, and disposition of motions or pleadings. In the

event you fail to appear, judgment by default will be rendered against you. If there are any

questions concerning the above notice or hearing times, please contact the State Ethics

Commission.

Meglian Walket Dayson, Executive Director
Jn State! Ethics Commission

Dated thisﬂ?,jf __day,

of July 2023.






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
 FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY: |
_ CASE NUMBER
COMPLAINT FORM | CJ074,-04<

COMPLAINANT: State Ethics Commission RESPONDENT: Charlie E. Simmons
ADDRESS: 201 Executive Center Drive ADDRESS:

Suite 150

Columbia, SC 29210 TELEPHONE : 6
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (803) 253-4192 ~ TITLE: Former Councilman — Town of Yemassee

Section 8-13-1140, SC Code Ann., 1976, as amended, requires the filing of an updated Statement of Economic
Interests for the previous calendar year annually thereafier prior to March 30. Records in the State Ethics
Commission indicate that the Respondent was required to file the 2020 and 2021 Statement of Economic
Interests.

Respondent was reminded of the filing requirement by letters dated March 3, 2022, April 19, 2022, and July 28,
2022 as described in the attached. In addition, an email reminder was sent thirty days prior to the deadline. To
date, a 2020 or 2021 Statement of Economic Interests have not been received. All in violation of Section 8-13-
1140, SC Code Ann., 1976, as amended.

If there is a finding of probable cause, the following documents become public record: the complaint, the response
(if any) by respondent, and the notice of hearing. If a hearing is to be held, the final order and all exhibits become
public record. If no hearing is held following a finding of probable cause, the final disposition of the matter becomes
public record. 2

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF Richland

Personally appeared before me Me:han Walker Davson who, first being duly sworn, says that she has read and
knows the contents of the above complaint and that the allegations contained therein, are true and correct to the best of her
own knowledge, except for those matters therein based upon information and belief, and as to those she believes them to
be true.

Sworp to and subscribed before me this

dayof APYE

#(lin Walker Dayson, Exexftive Director

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission expires (1) 72/ z6

SEC-7 (Revised 3/2022)

REPLY TO: 201 Executive Center Drive, Suite 150, Columbia, South Carolina 29210 (803)253-4192

ELECTRONIC COPIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED
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‘ State of South Carolina
State Ethics Commission g/ s O\

MARY HUNTER B. TOMLINSON
NEAL D. TRUSLOW
MATTHEW N. TYLER

SCOTT E. FRICK
AJ HOLLOWAY
BRANDOLYN THOMAS PINKSTON
F. XAVIER STARKES

201 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 150
COLUMBIA, S.C. 29210

MEGHAN L. WALKER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

July 28, 2022

THIRD NOTICE

Mr. Charlie Simmons USPS TRACKING NO.: 9114 9022 0078 9484 6227 92

uspsmme# 8114 9022 0078 8484 8227 82

. REem'r -ml v bty g
Dear Mr. Simmons: o,

This is not a form letter. You are receiving this letter because you are currently in violation of the Ethics
Reform Act. As a former Council Member for Yemassee, you are subject to the Ethics Reform Act, which is
the body of laws that govern public officials, public members, and public employees.

Continued delays in filing the Statement of Economic Interests will result in accrual of late filing penalties
with a maximum penalty of $10,000.00.

Please be advised that this letter only addresses late or missing reports, and you could still be subject to a
random audit regarding illegal contributions and expenditures. Due to the new system migration in September
2021, you may see reports in your account that say, “System Created Report.” This means you did not file
them or filed them late in the old system. You must add any contributions or expenditures not previously
reported. This will create an amendment to your system created report. If you do not have any further
contributions or expenditures to report, please send confirmation in writing. While reviewing your Campaign
Disclosures and Statements of Economic Interests, the following deficiencies were discovered:

The 2020 Statement of Economlc Inmm which was due on Mmh 30 2020 has not been filed
The 2021 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2021, has not been filed.

In aocordance with Section 8-13 1510, South Carolina Codc Ann,, 1976 as amended, a late filing penalty of
$200.00 is hereby levied. If the Statement of Economic Interests are not filed electronically within ten calendar
days of receipt of this letter, additional penalties will be levied at $10 per day per report for the first ten days
and $100 per day per report for each additional day until the penalty reaches $5,000 per report, and a complaint
will be filed against you.

If extenuating circumstances prevented you from filing the reports as required, you may file a written appeal
of this Jate filing penalty. To file an appeal, you must do the following within ten (10) days of the date you
receive this letter:

(803) 253-4192 https://ethics sc.gov/ FAX (803) 253-7539
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S State of South Carolina l
State Ethics Commission 6’

MARY HUNTER B. TOMLINSON
NEAL D. TRUSLOW
MATTHEW N. TYLER

SCOTT E. FRICK
AJ HOLLOWAY
BRANDOLYN THOMAS PINKSTON
F. XAVIER STARKES

201 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 150
COLUMBIA, 8.C, 29210

MEGRBAN L. WALKER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

April 19, 2022
SECOND NOTICE

AMENDED
Mr. Charlie Simmons USPS TRACKING NO.: 9114 9014 9645 1410 3838 69

Dear Mr. Simmons:

This is not a form letter. You are receiving this letter because you are currently in violation of the Ethics
Reform Act. As a former Council Member for Yemassee, you are subject to the Ethics Reform Act, which is
the body of laws that govern public officials, public members, and public employees.

Continued delays in filing the Statement of Economic Interests will result in accrual of late filing penalties
with a maximum penalty of $10,000,00.

Please be advised that this letter only addresses late or missing reports, and you could still be subject to a
random audit regarding illegal contributions and expenditures. Due to the new system migration in September
2021, you may see reports in your account that say, “System Created Report.” This means you did not file
them or filed them late in the old system. You must add any contributions or expenditures not previously
reported. This will create an amendment to your system created report. If you do not have any further
contributions or expenditures to report, please send confirmation in writing. While reviewing your Campaign
Disclosures and Statements of Economic Interests, the following deficiencies were discovered:

The 2020 Statement of Economlc Interests, which was due on March 30 2020 has not been ﬁled
The 2021 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2021, has not been filed.

-

In aocordanoc with Section 8-13-1510, South Carolma Code Ann,, 1976, as amended, a late filing penalty of
$200.00 is hereby levied. If the Statement of Economic Interests are not filed electronically within ten calendar
days of receipt of this letter, additional penalties will be levied at $10 per day per report for the first ten days
and $100 per day per report for each additional day until the penalty reaches $5,000 per report, and a complaint
will be filed against you.

ﬁ‘sﬂwt 8114 9014 9645 1410 3838 69
RECEIPT ereal t-aou-.zzum

(803) 2534192 hitps:/ethics,sc.gov/ FAX (803) 253-7539
7
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b State of South Carolina
State Ethics Commission 3

CHILDS C. THRASHER, CHAIR A) HOLLOWAY
DONALD GIST, VICE CHAIR DON JACKSON
BRIAN M. BARNWELL BRANDOLYN THOMAS PINKSTON
SCOTT E. FRICK
201 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 150
COLUMBIA, 5.C. 29210
MEGHAN L. WALKER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
March 3, 2022
Mr. Charlie Simmons CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: 9214 8969 0099 9790 1421 1619 19

Dear Mr. Simmons:

This is not a form letter. You are receiving this letter because you are currently in violation of the Ethics
Reform Act. As a former Council Member for Yemassee, you are subject to the Ethics Reform Act, which is
the body of laws that govern public officials, public members, and public employees.

Continued delays in filing the Statement of Economic Interests will result in accrual of late filing penalties
with a maximum penalty of $10,000.00.

Please be advised that this letter only addresses late or missing reports, and you could still be subject to a
random audit regarding illegal contributions and expenditures. Due to the new system migration in September
2021, you may see reports in your account that say, “System Created Report.” This means you did not file
them or filed them late in the old system. You must add any contributions or expenditures not previously
reported. This will create an amendment to your system created report. If you do not have any further
contributions or expenditures to report, please send confirmation in writing. While reviewing your Campaign
Disclosures and Statements of Economic Interests, the following deficiencies were discovered:

| The 2020 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2020, has not been filed.
The 2021 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2021, has not been filed,

In accordance with Section 8-13-1510, South Carolina Code Ann., 1976, as amended, a late filing penalty of
$200.00 is hereby levied. If the Statement of Economic Interests are not filed electronically within ten calendar
days of receipt of this letter, additional penalties will be ievied at $10 per day per report for the first ten days
and $100 per day per report for each additional day until the penalty reaches $5,000 per report, and a complaint
will be filed against you.

If extenuating circumstances prevented you from filing the reports as required, you may file 2 written appeal
of this late filing penalty. To file an appeal, you must do the following within ten (10) days of the date you
receive this letter:

Send a personal check or money order made payable to the State Ethics Commission
File all missing reports online at htty://ethics.sc.gov

(803} 253-4192 /lethi v/ FAX (803) 25367539
1



Charlie Simmons
March 3, 2022
Page 2 of 2

Provide a written statement describing any extenuating circumstances and include any supporting
documentation. If you have closed your campaign account, please provide a copy of your last bank
statement to consider a reduction in the late filing penalty.

Please be advised that all appeals must be in writing and must follow the above directions. NO phone or e-
mail appeals will be accepted. Failure to file is a misdemeanor. Afier the maximum civil penalty has been
levied, this matter will be referred to Magistrate’s Court for criminal prosecution. This matter will also be
referred to the South Carolina Department of Revenue for collection, and the penalty amount and your name,
address (city) and position will be posted on the State Ethics Commission's website. Please contact this office
if we can provide further information.

Sincerely,

iR.
Assistant Director
ARF:sb com100

£214.8969 0099 9790 1421 1619 19
S 2t e

$3.75 !
$1.85
$0.00
$0.530 g
$6,130

i
To Mr. Charlle Simmons l

1









SC State Ethics Commission

Filing Reports

Filers by Entity or Category

Clty: Yemassse

Po Bx 577
Yemassee, SC 20945

Tity: Yemassee

/" TFiter Rame

y {4 1 ey

Address

194 Tanners fan
BhdRon, SC 25910

194 Tamners an
Bhuffion, SC 25910

PO Bowt 577
Yemasses, SC 25945
PO Box 622
Yemessee, SC 78945

P.0. Bax 261
Yemassee, SC 29845

Position Type

il

oD

Position
Chiaf Finantial Official,
3/2018
Chief Procurement Official,
372018
City Countd,
/2018
Mayor,
1u2m7
City Councd,
1172018

& Back Start Over

14


















Decision and Order
Charlie E. Simmons, C2023-045
Page 4 ot 4

known residence, the Clerk of Court shall enter this Order in the amount of $6,000.00, less any

money paid, in its Judgment Rolls, without cost to the Commission.

FINALLY, Respondent Charlie E. Simmons has ten (10) days from receipt of this Order

to appeal this Decision and Order to the full Commission.

¥ o Foptaniny
AND IT IS SO ORDERED THIS DAY OF W 2024.

STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

NEAL D. TRUSLOW, HEARING CHAIR

Columbia, South Carolina

NeST





