STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY:
CASE g@
COMPLAINT FORM c 7(0S~ f

COMPLAINANT: State Ethics Commission RESPONDENT: Fletcher M. Ready, ITI
ADDRESS: 201 Executive Center Drive ADDRESS: i

Suite 150

Columbia, SC 29210 TELEPHONE NUMBER: G
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (803) 253-4192 TITLE: Councilman — Town of Fairfax and

- Candidate - Town of Fairfax Ma» or

Section 8-13-1308, S.C. Code Ann., 1976, as amended, requires candidates to file Campaign Disclosures within
ten (10) days of receiving or expending an accumulated aggregate of $500.00 or more; fifteen (15) days prior to
each election; within ten (10) days of the end of each quarter; and a final report when the campaign account is
closed. In addition, certified campaign reports detailing campaign contributions and expenditures must contain
the total of contributions accepted, the name and address of each person making a contribution, the total
expenditures made by or on behalf of the candidate or committee, and the name and address of each person to
whom an expenditure is made from campaign funds. Pursuant to Section 8-13-1362 and Regulation 52-504 (C),
the Pre-Election and quarterly report are required even when there have been no contributions or expenditures.

Records of the State Ethics Commission indicate that a Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure was due between
October 13, 2021 and October 18, 2021 for the November 2, 2021 election, and a Pre-Election Campaign
Disclosure was due between October 18, 2023 and October 23, 2023 for the November 7, 2023 election.

Respondent was reminded of the filing requirement by letters dated December 1, 2023 and January 26, 2024 as
described in the attached. To date, properly completed Pre-Election Campaign Disclosures have not been
received. All in violation of Section 8-13-1308(A), Section 8-13-1308(D)(1), and Section 8-13-1308 (F), S.C.
Code Ann., 1976, as amended.

If there is a finding of probable cause, the following documents become public record: the complaint, the response
(if any) by respondent, and the notice of hearing. If a hearing is to be held, the final order and all exhibits become
public record. If no hearing is held following a finding of probable cause, the final disposition of the matter becomes
public record.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF Richland

Personally appeared before me Me han Walker Davson who, first being duly sworn, says that she has read and knows
the contents of the above complaint and that the allegations contained therein, are true and correct to the best of her own
knowledge, except for those matters therein based upon information and belief, and as to {hose she believes them to be true.

Wa]ker Dayson, Efecutive Dlrector

to and subscril before me tlus
g\% _AL>  dayo

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission expires | /[/t/ £

SEC-7 (Revised 3/2022)

REPLY TO: 201 Executive Center Drive, Suite 150, Columbia, South Carolina 29210 (803)253-4192
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NOTICE OF HEARING

C2025-009, Fletcher M. Ready, IIT

Page 3 of 4

A pre-hearing conference may be scheduled prior to the hearing to allow exchange of
witness lists and evidence, marking of exhibits, and disposition of motions or pleadings. In the
event you fail to appear, judgment by default will be rendered against you. If there are any

questions concerning the above notice or hearing times, please contact the State Ethics

Commission.

Megl¥in Walker Dayson, Executive Director

r State Ethics Commission
Dated this 2.3 day,
of July 2025.



NOTICE OF HEARING
C2025-009, Fletcher M. Ready, III
Page 4 of 4

Certificate of Service by Certiﬁ&l Mail

I hereby certify that a copy of this NOTICE OF HEARING was duly served on RESPONDENT Fletcher
M. Ready, [II, P.O. Box 915, Fairfax, SC 29827 by depositing said NOTICE OF HEARING in the United
States mail, Columbia, South Carolina on this 25th day of July 2025, by CERTIFIED MAIL, E-RETURN
RECEIPT REQUESTED, appropriate postage affixed, and a return address clearly indicated on said

envelope.

Rachael O’Bryan, Administrative Assistant
Columbia, South Carolina State Ethics Commission (803) 253-4192




STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RICHLAND BEFORE THE STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
IN THE MATTER OF:

COMPLAINT C2025-009
State Ethics Commission, DECISION AND ORDER
Complainant.

Fletcher M. Ready, III,
Respondent.

S S e Nt e '

Pursuant to Section 8-13-320(10)(i) of the South Carolina Ethics, Government
Accountability, and Campaign Reform Act of 1991 (Ethics Act), the Commission reviewed the
above-captioned Complaint against Fletcher M. Ready, III, (Respondent) and probable cause was
found to warrant an evidentiary hearing. Present at the hearing on February 19, 2026, were
Commissioners F. Xavier Starkes, Sara Parrish, and Neal D. Truslow, Hearing Panel Chair.
Respondent appeared' pro se and the Commission was represented by JC Davis, Esq. The
following charges were considered: one (1) count of Section 8-13-1302 for failing to maintain
campaign records; two (2) counts of Section 8-13-1308(A) for failing to file a Pre-Election
Campaign Disclosure Report (CDR) prior to his November 2, 2021, general election and his
November 7, 2023, general election; and one (1) count of Section 8-13-1312 for failing to make
campaign expenditures through his campaign bank account.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Having carefully reviewed the evidence presented, the Panel finds as fact:
1. Respondent was a successful candidate for Fairfax City Council in a November 2, 2021 general
election. Respondent did not file a Pre-Election CDR prior to his November 2, 2021 election.

2. Respondent was an unsuccessful candidate for Mayor in a November 7, 2023 general election.

! Respondent appeared virtually.

NPT












Decision and Order
Fletcher M. Ready, I1I, C2025-009
Page 5 of 5

DECISION

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law,
the Panel has determined, based on a preponderance of the evidence, that Respondent Fletcher M.
Ready, 111, is in violation of one (1) count of Section 8-13-1302 for failing to maintain campaign
records, two (2) counts of Section 8-13-1308(A) for failing to file a Pre-Election CDR prior to his
November 2, 2021, general election and his November 7, 2023, election, and one (1) count of
Section 8-13-1312 for failing to make campaign expenditures through his campaign bank account.

THEREFORE, Respondent is hereby Publicly Reprimanded and assessed a reduced late-
filing penalty of $1,450.00, a reduced civil penalty of $1,000.00, and an administrative fee of
$1,400.00, for a total of $3,850.00.

AND, pursuant to Section 8-13-320 of the Ethics Act, if the $3,850.00 is not paid in full
within twelve (12) months from Respondent’s receipt of this Order, the total amount owed shall
revert to the maximum possible assessment of $15,400.00 (a late-filing penalty of $10,000.00, a
civil penalty of $4,000.00, and an administrative fee of $1,400.00) and the Commission shall enter
a judgment against Respondent in the amount of $15,400.00 with the Clerk of Court’s Office in
the County of Respondent’s last known residence. In that event, the Clerk of Court shall enter this
Order in the amount of $15,400.00 in its Judgment Rolls, without cost to the Commission.

FINALLY, Respondent Fletcher M. Ready, 111, has ten (10) days from receipt of this Order
to appeal this Decision and Order to the full Commission.

45 Fegruaa~
AND IT IS SO ORDERED THIS & DAY OF T 2026.
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

NEAL D. TRUSLOW, HEARING CHAIR
Columbia, South Carolina



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY:
CASE NUMBER
COMPLAINT FORM c. 7025 f

COMPLAINANT: State Ethics Commission RESPONDENT: Fletcher M. Ready, HI
ADDRESS: 201 Executive Center Drive ADDRESS: ﬂ

Suite 150

Columbia, SC 29210 TELEPHONE NUMBER:
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (803) 253-4192 TITLE: Councilman— Town of Fairfax and

Candidate - Town of Fairfax Ma: or

Section 8-13-1308, S.C. Code Ann., 1976, as amended, requires candidates to file Campaign Disclosures within
ten (10) days of receiving or expending an accumulated aggregate of $500.00 or more; fifteen (15) days prior to
each election; within ten (10) days of the end of each quarter; and a final report when the campaign account is
closed. In addition, certified campaign reports detailing campaign contributions and expenditures must contain
the total of contributions accepted, the name and address of each person making a contribution, the total
expenditures made by or on behalf of the candidate or committee, and the name and address of each person to
whom an expenditure is made from campaign funds. Pursuant to Section 8-13-1362 and Regulation 52-504 (C),
the Pre-Election and quarterly report are required even when there have been no contributions or expenditures.

Records of the State Ethics Commission indicate that a Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure was due between
October 13, 2021 and October 18, 2021 for the November 2, 2021 election, and a Pre-Election Campaign
Disclosure was due between October 18, 2023 and October 23, 2023 for the November 7, 2023 election.

Respondent was reminded of the filing requirement by letters dated December 1, 2023 and January 26, 2024 as
described in the attached. To date, properly completed Pre-Election Campaign Disclosures have not been
received. All in violation of Section 8-13-1308(A), Section 8-13-1308(D)(1), and Section 8-13-1308 (F), S.C.
Code Ann., 1976, as amended.

If there is a finding of probable cause, the following documents become public record: the complaint, the response
(if any) by respondent, and the notice of hearing. If a hearing is to be held, the final order and all exhibits become
public record. Ifno hearing is held following a finding of probable cause, the final disposition of the matter becomes
public record,

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF Richland

Personally appeared before me _Me:han Walker Dayson  who, first being duly sworn, says that she has read and knows
the contents of the above complaint and that the allegations contained therein, are true and correct to the best of her own
knowledge, except for those matters therein based upon information and belief, and as to (hose she believes them to be true.

S to and subscribed before me this |
day of 2928

;\‘:eg?]ﬁn Walker Dayson, Ekecutive Director

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission expires (J| / A~

SEC-7 (Revised 3/2022)
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Caughma.. ... < >
Wednesday, Ocwaber 23 2024 3 300n P,

Re: Commission ompt

Hi Mr. Ready,

Thank you for gelting back {o me. | see in February 2024 you fifed a Final Report for your 2017
election, however, a Pre-Eleclion Report needs lo be done for every election (hal you are in,

Since your elections are in the past. a member of staff will need to add the dates in for your 2021 and
2023 elections. Mel Baldwin works in our Non-Compliance department and has the infarmation
needed to walk you through how file the two Pre-Election reports. He can be reached at 1803) 253

4192.
Tahanks.

Crin Caughman

From: K Ready <kreadyto{@yahoo.com>

Seat: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 .16 PM

Ta: Caughman, Erin <ecaughmangethics.sc.gov>

Subject: [Externai} Re: Ethics Commission Final Attempt for Contact

Ms. Caughman,

[ apotogize because  Jo not anderstand this. Yeu can chack my fogin an the websue, | fozeed w0 and subaunted
the reports it showed | needed to repont shortly after | recetved the fetter. [f they are not reported then [ will
need a contact person o belp me through this.

Thanks.
Ken Ready

O Oct 23, 2124, at [EA4e AN, Caughman. Ere <ecaughmani@ethics.se.gov> wroie

Mr. Ready,

You have delinquent reports due to our office (2021 Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure
Report and 2023 Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure Report). { have attached the letter
that was mailed to you in January 2024.

You have ten (10) business days to file these reports or complain action may be (aken. If
you would like assistance with filing these reports, please call us at i803) 253-4192 ana
ask for Me! Baldwin.

Thanks,

Erin Caughmun
Administrator - Enforcement Division
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USPS Tr acking" FAQs )

Tracking Number: Ramove X
9114902200789484622433

Copy Add to Informed Delivery (hitps://informeddelivery.usps.com/}

Latest Update

Your ilers has been delivered and is avaifabie at a PO Box at 8:16 am on Fabruary 1 202¢ ¢ FAIRFAX. SC
248827,

Get Mare Qut of USPS Tracking:
USPS Tracking Plus®

Delivered
Delivered, PO Box

FAIRFAX. SC 29827
February 1, 2024, 8:16 am

WIEPII §

¥ Arrived at Post Office

FAIRFAX, SC 29827
February §, 2024, 8:07 am

! [a Transit to Next Facility
January 31, 2024

¥ Arrived at USPS Regional Facility

AUGUSTA GA DISTRIBUTION CENTER
January 30, 2024, 9:12 pm

! Departed USPS Regional Facility
ATLANTA NORTH METRO DISTRIBUTION CENTER
January 29, 2024, 6:4% am

i Arrived at USPS Regional Facility
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ATLANTA NORTH METRO DISTRIBUTION CENTER
January 28. 2024, 1:27 am

¥ Amived at USPS Facility

FAIRBURN, GA 30213
January 28, 2024, 11:58 am

!

| Deparied USPS Regional Facility

| ATLANTA GA DISTR:BUTION CENTER
January 28, 2024, 10:49 am

¥ Arrived at USPS Regional Facility

ATLANTA GA DISTRIBUTION CENTER
January 28, 2024, 1(:46 am

}  Departed USPS Regional Facility
COLUMBIA SC PROCESSING CENTER
January 28, 2624, 5:39 am

Arrived at USPS Regional Facility
. COLUMBIA SC PROCESSING CENTER
January 27, 2024, 11:02 am

Hitle Trocking History

(hitps:/fag.usps.com/s/arlicie/Where-is-my-package)

Text & Email Updates

USPS Tracking Plus®

Product Information

See Less A\

Track angther Package

Ents; wachnp or carcods ombars
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State of South Carolina
State Ethics Commiission

BRANDOLYN TIIOMAS PINKSTON
MARY HUNTER B. TOMLINSON
NEAL D, TRUSLOW

SCOTT E. FRICK, CHAIRMAN
F. XAVIER STARKES, VICE CHAIRMAN
BRYANT S. CALDWELL

AJ HOLLOWAY MATTHEW N, TYLER
201 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 150
COLUMBIA, 8.C. 29210
MEGHAN WALKER DAYSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
January 26, 2024
SECOND NOTICE
USPS TRACKING #: 9114902200789484622433
Mr. Fletchier M. Read ~ usPs TRAC
y scoerongn 91143022 0078 8484 5224 33
RECEIPT or cal 1-800-222-1811.
Dear Mr. Ready:

This is not a form letter. You are receiving this. letter because you are currently in violation of the Ethics
Reform Act. Asa City Councilmember for Fairfax and a candidate for Fairfax Mayor, you are subject to the
Ethics Reform Act, which is the body of laws that govern public officials, public members, and public

employees.

Continued delays in filing the Campaign Disclosures will result in accrual of late filing penalties with a
maximum penalty of $10,000.00,

Please be advised that this letter only addresses late or missing reports, and you could still be subject to a
random audit regarding illegal contributions and expenditures. While reviewing your Campaign Disclosures
and Statements of Economic Interests, the following deficiencies were discovered:

—=

| A Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure, which was due between October 13, 2021 and October 18, 2021, has |
not been filed.

|
A Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure, which was due between October 18, 2023 and October23, 2023, has |
not beei filed. |

\

The 2020 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on Maich 30, 2020, was filed on March 31,
2021.

The 2021 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2021, was filed on March 23,
2022,

The 2022 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2022, was filed on March 31,
2023,

In accordance with Section 8-13-1510, South Carolina Code Ann., 1976, as amended, a late filing penalty of
$500.00 is hereby levied. If the required reports are not filed electronically within ten caleridar days of receipt
of this letter, additional penalties will be levied at $10 per day per report for the first ten days and $100 per day

(803) 253-4192 hitpy;- cthics sc.gov’ TAX {8031253-7539
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State of South Carolina
C State Ethics Commission

BRANDOLYN THOMAS PINKSTON
MARY HUNTER B. TOMLINSON
NEAL D. TRUSLOW
MATTHEW N. TYLER

SCOTT E. FRICK, CHAIRMAN
F. XAVIER STARKES, VICE CHAIRMAN
BRYANT S. CALDWELL
AJ HOLLOWAY

201 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 150
COLUMBIA, 8.C. 29210

MEGHAN WALKER DAYSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
December 1, 2023
CERTIFIED MAIL #:92148969009997901424408653

Sl in fransiy

Mr. Fletcher M. Ready

Dear Mr. Ready:

This is not a form letter. You are receiving this letter because you are currently in violation of the Ethics
Reform Act. As a City Councilmember for Fairfax and a candidate for Fairfax Mayor, you are subject to the
Fthics Reform Act, which is the body of laws that govern public officials, public members, and public
employees.

Continued delays in filing the Campaign Disclosures will result in accrual of late filing penalties with a
maximum penalty of $10,000.00.

Please be advised that this letter only addresses late or missing reports, and you could still be subject to a
random audit regarding illegal contributions and expenditures. While reviewing your Campaign Disclosures
and Statements of Economic Interests, the following deficiencies were discovered:

A Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure, which was due between October 13, 2021 and October 18, 2021, has
not been filed.

A Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure, which was due between October 18, 2023 and October 23, 2023, has |
not been filed.

The 2020 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2020, was filed on March 31,
2021.

The 2021 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2021, was filed on March 23,
2022.

The 2022 Statement of Economic Interests, which was due on March 30, 2022, was filed on March 31,
2023.

In accordance with Section 8-13-1510, South Carolina Code Ann., 1976, as amended, a late filing penalty of
$500.00 is hereby levied. If the required reports are not filed electronically within ten calendar days of receipt
of this letter, additional penalties will be levied at $10 per day per report for the first ten days and $100 per day

(803)253-4192 hrtps://ethics.sc.gov/ FAX (803)253-7539
9



Fletcher M. Ready
December 1, 2023
Page 2 of 2

per report for each additional day until the penalty reaches $5,000 per report, and a complaint will be filed
against you, Failure to file is a misdemeanor. After the maximum civil penalty has been levied, this matter
may be referred to Magistrate’s Court for criminal prosecution.

If extenuating circumstances prevented you from filing the reports as required, you may file a written appeal
of this late filing penalty. A response to your appeal is typically sent within ninety days. To file an appeal,
you must do the following within ten (10) days of the date you receive this letter:

Send a personal check or money order made payable to the State Ethics Commission

File all missing reports online at https://ethicsfiline.sc.cov/filing/home

Provide a written statement describing any extenuating circumstances and include any supporting
documentation.

Please be advised that all appeals must be in writing and must follow the above directions. NO phone, fax, or
e-mail appeals will be accepted. This matter will also be referred to the South Carolina Department of Revenue
for collection, and the penalty amount and your name, address (city) and position will be posted on the State
Ethics Commission's website if you fail to pay the penalty. Please contact this office if we can provide further
information.

Sincerely,

Lindsey New

Administrative Cocrdinator I
com100

V214 8989 0099 9790 1424 4086 53

$4.38
_$220 é
s000 | §
[ 3
P E
i s
|

Mr. Fletcher M. Ready
P.O. Box 915
Falrfax, SC 26827

10
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This form must pe completed by a candidate seelding nonpartisan office. Contact the recelving authority for- filing
deadlines,

The 5.C. Constitution Prohibits a person who has been convicted of 4 felony from filing for public office for 15 years
sfter the completion of the sentence, including probation and parols time, unless Previously pardoned,

— e e

i NN F Ty M _Kealy o — ]
J oMo theiws Cowmocyy ]
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Candidate’s Oath

Telephone

BB s i, s
Vgtgr Ef:-giar_t_ration Number_[ i u:) ,4/,“7. /5 (2_._,
Guidelines for

Candigdate’g Signature

———— L3 e o el it i
a Candidate’s Name to appear on the baliof:
A given name or g derivative may be used
The name may not contain uotations, Parentheses, or other distingulshing marks
Nicknames are allowed if they are ysed it good faith for hopest Purposes and do not:
*  Tmply professiong; Or social statys
* Include an offics oy military rank
% _Exceed 15 lotters
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Statement of Intention of Candidacy - Nonpartisan

* This form must be completed by a candidate seeking nonpartisan office. Contact the receiving authority for filing

deadlines.
»  The 8.C. Constitution prohibits a person who has been convicted of a felony from filing for public office for 15 years

afier the completion of the sentence, including probation and parole time, unless previously pardoned.

- — -

| Name (Fletcher M Ready . _ _ o ;
Office ‘Mayor _

an " Fairfax Election Date INovember 7th, 2023
Address PO Box 915 oy lFawfax 1 zip. 29827
i kreadytof@yahoo com o B

Telephone Cell 803-686-0760 ngme ~ Work ;

J Voter Regstution Number 032467482

{ Guidelines for a Candidate’s Name to appear on the ballot:
] » A given name or a derivative may be used
» “The name may not contain quotations, parentheses, or other distinguishing marks
= Nicknames are allowed if they are used in good faith for honést purposes and do not:
] * Imply professional or social status
1 * Include an office or military rank

*_Exceed 15 letters. e
Name as you wish it to Hor Ready .
| appesr on ballot ;
| (please print) i
- P  JUL 18 337
Candidate’s Oath ‘ T

- Taffirm I meet, or will meet by the tim: | f the general or special e/; ction, the qualifications for this oﬁice ;i

g

" Filing Fee

sg:ct:ivedb 5’ Reeeived g 37[)‘"’\ Amount Paid | 300 &

== ,— ] o

SOUTH CAROLI!
ELECTION COMMISSION

SEC FRM 1008-200932

12



SC Ethics Public Reporting (/public)

Candidates & Public Officials (/public/candidates-public-officials)
£ Menu

Campaign Reports (/public/campaign-reports)

Statements of Economic Interests {/public/statement-economic-interests)

Fletcher M. Ready, III
Pob 915, Fairfax, SC 29827

Profile (/public/candidates-public-officials/person/profile?personid=13618 &seild=26086)
SEI Reports {/public/candidates-public-officials/person/sei-reports?personld=13618 &seild=26086)

Campaign Disclosure Reports (/public/candidates-public-officials/person/campaign-disclosure-reports?
personid=13618&seild=26086)

=

Campaign Disclosure
Reports

Reporting for These Offices

Closed Runs for Office

Office Name Initial Report Fil... { Office Closed Contributions

12/22/2015 02/07/2024 $0.00
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From the State Ethics Commission

f | ) v |
| (= - N Replv A 3 " |
Walker, Meghan . )
fo genesease7@hotmail.com; greeneeg@acl.com; gragrensberger@yshoo corm; Hudginsdfortmill@gmail cam; jack.mecalidd@gmail.com; jalbent@greercity.org; jamooney2007T@gmail.com; & 'Wed 12/1/2021 1:03 PM
jemonisiii@gmail.com; janesingh1@gmail.com; jasonsandersficitycounciiward 1@gmail.com; jaymcgrew57@yahoo.com; jbgarrett772@charter.net; jclements@matrixse.corn; .
jhowell@iangston-black.com: jhpreveaux@hotmail. com; jhs@sc.twebe.com; Jim Bannister; Jloseay@yshoo.com; joe@taylorforcitycouncil.com: joeywilson@truvista.net; johndonemail@gmail.com;

janathana@omnisc.net; jfogle@bainc.cony, jrobinsan@cityofeasley.com: jwatts@aol.comy kajafa@lowcountry.cam: kimgidron® gmail.com: [T ENEE TS | tollison@whid.org; v
! } 9 ’ 7 ¥ . ) - " 9 g o hiid, > A -

WM

ood Aftemoon,

By now, you should have received a letter from the State Ethics Commission congratulating you on your recent election victory. advising vou of continued duties related to the
Ethics Reform Act, and inviting you to a virtual ethics training designed for newly elected officials. This training will take place on Monday December 6, 2021 at 5:15 PM.

Running afoul of the Ethics Reform Act can lead to costly fines and penalties. Please join us for training so that we can help you navigate your duties as an elected official.
To register for training, you simply need to email us at ( and request a link.
[f you have already registered and received a link, please ignore this email.

hanks,

leghan L. Walker
Fxecutive Director
Carolina State Ethics Commuission
01 Executive Center Drive, Suite 150
Columbia, SC 29210
hone - 803-253-4192
ax —803-253-7539






