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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
COMPLAINT C2024-008 

State Ethics Commission, 
Complainant, 

Charles A. Montgomery, 
Respondent. 

) 

) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

_________ ) 

BEFORE THE ST ATE ETHICS COMMISSION 

CONSENT ORDER 

This matter comes before the State Ethics Commission (Commission) by way of a 

Complaint filed on January 24, 2024. Pursuant to Section 8-13-320(10)(i) of the South Carolina 

Ethics, Government Accountability, and Campaign Reform Act (Ethics Act), the Complaint 

against Charles A. Montgomery (Respondent) was considered by the Commission and probable 

cause was found to warrant an evidentiary hearing. Prior to the call of the case, Respondent agreed 

to the following: 

STATEMENTS OF FACT 

1. At all relevant times, Respondent was a member of Gaffney City Council (<;::ouncil).

2. During a November 6, 2023 Council meeting, Respondent encouraged voters to "vote yes

tomorrow," referring to a Cherokee County School District bond referendum appearing on the

November 7. 2023 ballot.

3. On January 31, 2024, Respondent admitted to Commission staff that he encouraged voters to

votes "yes" during the Council meeting.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Based upon the Statements of Fact, the Commission concludes, as a matter oflaw: 

1. At all times relevant, Respondent was a "public official" pursuant to Section 8-13-1300(28).

Therefore, the Commission has personal and subject matter jurisdiction.








