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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) 

) 
IN THE MATTER OF: ) 
COMPLAINT C2023-021 ) 

) 
State Ethics Commission, ) 

Complainant, ) 

) 
Michael P. Thomas ) 

Respondent. ) 

BEFORE THE STATE ETHICS COMMISSION 

CONSENT ORDER 

This matter comes before the State Ethics Commission (Commission) by way of a 

Complaint filed on March 3, 2023. Pursuant to Section 8-13-320(10)(i) of the South Carolina 

Ethics, Government Accountability, and Campaign Reform Act (Ethics Act), the Complaint 

against Michael P. Thomas (Respondent) was considered by the Commission and probable cause 

was found to warrant an evidentiary hearing on one (1) count of violating 8-13-1308(A) for failure 

to timely file a 2022 Pre-Election Campaign Disclosure Report (CDR) and one (1) count of 

violating Section 8-13-1140 for failure to timely file a 2021 Statement of Economic Interests (SEI). 

Prior to the call of the case, Respondent agreed to the following: 

STATEMENTS OF FACT 

1. Respondent was elected to the Whitmire City Council in 2008.

2. Respondent's most recent election was November 8, 2022.

3. Respondent failed to file a 2021 SEI on or before March 30, 2021.

4. In a June 24, 2022 certified letter, the Commission notified Respondent of his failure to timely

file a 2021 SEI.

5. According to the United States Postal Service, the certified letter was delivered to

Respondent's address ofrecord on June 27, 2022 at 8:51 a.m. The Commission acknowledges

the signature on the return receipt does not seem to belong to Respondent.










