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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

STA GMAMISS! SION " FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY: |
CASE NUMBER
COMPLAINTFORM | c¢3030 -0 1
COMPLAINANT: Albers Waspen RESPONDENT: A Ders

TELEPHONE NUMBER: TELEPHONE NUMBER: _
TITLE: A-¢e oum TAmT TITLE: Moty om = TEiom 8/ SpoGansen

Set forth in detail specific facts upon which you based your complaint againsf above-named respo‘ndent {only detailed,
clear factuaf aliegations will be considered. If additional space is needed, cttach supplemental sheets).

Jerald Sanders in June, 2018, set up a 501(c)3 Foundation called Halo Community Foundation, In
December/January 2019-2020, he wrote unauthorized checks to his Foundation from the Town of
Swansea funds. The money was donated to the Town of Swansea from the town’s people. Jerald
Sanders decided to pay Halo Community Foundation, which he is listed as the sole member, for the
amount of $4,502.96. The Town Council did not know or approve this transaction. When Jerald Sanders
was asked about che transfer, he was illusive and became belligerent and defensive. Attached is a copy
of the Profit and Loss schedule that was supplied by the Town’s accountant showing the funds listed
under “Special Evants” and did not list it being paid to the Halo Community Foundation. It was this
entry on the Profit and Loss schedule that was questioned. It is a conflict of interest to donate money
without a strong Council’s approval to your own (Jerald Sanders, Mayor of Town of Swansea)
foundaticn.

All investigations, inquiries, hearings, and accompanying documents must remain confidential unless respondent
waives the right to confidentiality. If there is a finding of probable cause, the following documents become public
record: the complaint, the respounse (if any) by respondent, and the notice of hearing. If 2 hearing is to be held, the
final order and all exhibits become public record. Tf no hearing is held following a finding of probable cause, the
final disposition of the matter becomes public record. The willful release of confidential information is a
misdemeanor, and any person releasing such confidential information, upon conviction, must be fined not more than
onc thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisoncd not more than one year, Section 8-13-320(10)(g).

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF Richland

Personally appeared before me Mbe&m IL\J 6.5 Depl who, first being duly sworn, says that he/she has read and
knows the contents of the above complaint and that the allegations contained therein, are true and correct to the best of
his/her own knowledge, except for those matters therein based upon information and belief, and as to those he/she
believes them to be true.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this

Complainant Signature

No ary Pubhc for South Carolina
My Commission exnires B _6_ (9. ).p;___cf -

SEC-7 [Revised 8/2019)

REPLY TO: 201 Executive Center Drive, Suite 150, Columbia, South Carolina 29210 (803)253-4192
FAXED COPIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

S SCANNED M1 2 0
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- STATE OE SOUTH CAROLINA

Jerald Sanders,

Respondent.

)
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) BEFORE THE STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
)
IN THE MATTER OF: )
COMPLAINT C2020-028 )
)
Alberta Wasden, ) MOTION TO DISMISS
Complainant. )
)
)
)
)

Pursuant to Section 8-13-320(10) of the South Carolina Ethics, Government Accountability, and

Campaign Reform Act (Ethics Act) and corresponding regulations S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 52-703(C) and

52-706(C), the undersigned counsel hereby seeks an Order from the Commission dismissing the above-

captioned complaint. This motion is based on the following:

l.

The above-captioned complaint was filed on June 1, 2020 and alleged Respondent, Town of Swansea
Mayor, wrote unauthorized Town checks to his private foundation, The Halo Community Foundation.

On July 12, 2021, Respondent was arrested and charged with misconduct in office, malfeasance, and
embezzlement of public funds.

On July 15, 2021, the Commission found probable cause to believe Respondent violated Section 8-13-
700(A) of the Ethics Act and referred the matter to the Attorney General’s Office.

At the outset of the Attorney General’s investigation, Respondent reimbursed the Town for monies
misspent.

On December 30, 2024, the Attorney General’s Office notified the Commission that Respondent had
successfully completed a Pre-Trial Intervention Program (PTI).

Commission staff believes that Respondent’s successful completion of PTI allows for dismissal of the
above-referenced Complaint.

Respondent’s counsel was consulted and has no objection to this motion.

Respectfully submitted,

l!ourmey ! !‘tcr !Bar !o. 77807)

S.C. State Ethics Commission

201 Executive Center Drive, Suite 150
Columbia, South Carolina 29210
claster@ethics.sc.gov

Columbia, South Carolina



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF RICHLAND

IN THE MATTER OF:
COMPLAINT C2020-028

Alberta Wasden,

Jerald Sanders,

BEFORE THE STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

ORDER
Complainant.

Respondent.

N S N N N N N N N N N N

Pursuant to Section 8-13-320(10) of the South Carolina Ethics, Government Accountability, and

Campaign Reform Act (Ethics Act), the State Ethics Commission (Commission) convened on March 20,

2025 and heard Commission staff’s Motion to Dismiss the above-captioned complaint based on the

following:

1.

The above-captioned complaint was filed on June 1, 2020 and alleged Respondent, Town of Swansea
Mayor, wrote unauthorized Town checks to his private foundation, The Halo Community Foundation.

On July 12, 2021, Respondent was arrested and charged with misconduct in office, malfeasance, and
embezzlement of public funds.

On July 15, 2021, the Commission found probable cause to believe Respondent violated Section 8-13-
700(A) of the Ethics Act and referred the matter to the Attorney General’s Office.

At the outset of the Attorney General’s investigation, Respondent reimbursed the Town for monies
misspent.

On December 30, 2024, the Attorney General’s Office notified the Commission that Respondent had
successfully completed a Pre-Trial Intervention Program (PTI).

Commission staff belicves that Respondent’s successful completion of PTI allows for dismissal of the
above-referenced Complaint.

Based on the foregoing, and in accordance with S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 52-703(C) and 52-706(C),

the Commission hereby grants the Motion to Dismiss C2020-028.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED TH[SQM” zﬂl—DAY OF é 'ﬂ 2025.

STATE E1HICS COMMISSION

F. XAVIER STARKES, CHAI

Columbia, South Carolina





