




















SC State Ethics Commission 
201 Executive Center Dr, Suite 150 
Columbia SC 29210 

             VIA EMAIL AND U.S. POSTAL SERVICE  
RE: Complaint C2022-127 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Please let this letter serve as my intent to appeal the decision resulting from the hearing held on June 15, 
2023. I am requesting consideration in removing any and all fines, fees, etc. from the results of this 
hearing. 
 
I served on the Anderson County Council, not in Richland County as the order states, for the past six (6) 
years.  During that time, I received wages in the amount of approximately $225.00 bi-weekly by direct 
deposit into my checking account. I put forth an extreme amount of time serving the citizens of 
Anderson County in which I was not compensated for financially.  I served on multiple committees, 
serving on the board of the ACOG, and serving on the Board of SC Association of Counties.  I also served 
on several committees within these boards.  I did these things with no financial compensation and 
actually was done at a cost to my family trying to give back to my community.  I spend a large amount of 
time away from my family missing family events because I was elected to serve the people of Anderson 
County.  
 
I do not believe serving on Council is an opportunity for financial growth or opportunity.  It is an 
opportunity of trying to leave things better than how you found them, pave paths and being a voice for 
those who do not always have a voice in our community.   
 
As I look back, I do not regret giving my time to serve for those in my community and county; however, I 
do not believe I should be penalized for stepping up and serving the citizens of my county.  There was 
absolutely no misrepresentation or misleading information giving to the Ethics Commission, it was 
simply an error on my part of not filing proper paperwork.  At no point was there any illegal transaction 
or information shared.  It was strictly an oversight on filing the correct paperwork. While I understand 
this system is in place to insure people do not mislead the citizens they are sworn to protect and 
represent, I do not feel there was any misdoings on my part other than not knowing what and how to file 
out the paperwork.  If you can pull the call logs or talk with any of the staff, you will see that I have called 
numerous times trying to get proper information filed and for whatever reason always seemed to miss 
some type of deadline or filing.  I also attempted to log into the online system numerous times and could 
not log in, therefore, I had to call the office and usually wait for a return phone call to get the 
information needed in order to file the paperwork.  
 
Being on County Council for Anderson County was not my main job or the only thing that occupied my 
day even though I typically spent well over 40 hours a week answering phone calls, text messages, 
meetings, and dealing with other complaints by the citizens of my county.   The compensation is not 
where it needs to be in Anderson County for the hours worked but I did the best that I could.  I also was 
not completely familiar with all the paperwork or forms that needed to be filed but attempted to get 
information when I could from your office and file documents to the best of my ability.   
 



I ask that you please reconsider the penalties and fines assessed against me.  I have already paid fines in 
the amount of $300.00 and thought this was all that needed to be paid.  The penalties assessed at this 
hearing was more than half of what was made in a year from being on county council and I do not feel 
this is the proper punishment for this action.  I, at no time, attempted to mislead or misinform the state’s 
ethics committee but simply didn’t meet deadlines when I was unsure as to what paperwork needed to 
be filed.  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration on this request moving forward. 
 

Best Regards, 

 

 

 

Sean Ray Graham 

7/10/23 














