








January 18, 2023 

 

South Carolina Ethics Commission  

201 Executive Center Drive 

Suite 150 

Columbia, South Carolina 29210 

Attn: Kevin P. Hinson 

 

 RE: Case Number C2021-024 

 

To whom it may concern, 

Please accept this correspondence as my response to the complaint filed against me on April 5, 

2021, by Jeremy Clark. I would first like to give a brief summary of the meeting in question. 

During our March 22, 2021 meeting, I unequivocally stated that I would not take part in any vote 

regarding bids for a vehicle being sold by the City of Chester Fire Department. As mayor, one of 

my roles on council is to oversee council meetings and ensure that the meeting progresses in an 

orderly fashion. As such, my initial comments regarding the vehicle bid were not intended to 

participate in the discussion regarding the bids, but instead it was to move the meeting along. At 

no point did our city attorney who is the parliamentarian, or another member of council take it 

upon themselves to conduct that portion of the meeting while I was recused. Additionally, my 

statement was not self-serving nor was it meant to aid my family member who was a bidder. My 

statement and question during the discussion was on behalf of all bidders in the process. I did not 

take part in the vote on the bid and none of the bids were accepted during this meeting. The bid 

was readvertised for new bids. For these reasons, I do not believe that my statements should be 

construed as me acting in a manner to further an economic interest for a family member.  



During my tenure on city council, it was never conveyed to me that a member of council must 

remove themselves from the meeting in question altogether, nor has this ever been a practice of 

other members of city council. Instead, the practice has always been that members should state 

they are recusing themselves and refrain from voting on the issue at hand. As an example, during 

a 2021 council meeting, the council discussed a contractual bid for lawn services at our city 

cemetery. We received several bids including one from C&C Lawn Care who is owned by the 

brother of one of our council members, Councilman Carlos Williams. During discussion of the 

bid, another councilman made it known that C&C Lawn Care was owned by Councilman 

Williams’ brother. Councilman Williams confirmed that C&C Lawn Care was owned by his 

brother and made a few additional statements. However, when it came time to vote, Councilman 

Williams announced that he was recusing himself from the vote. Similar to this current matter 

before you, no one informed council that Councilman Williams should have exited the meeting. 

Additionally, our City Attorney, Latonya Edwards, was present for the March 22, 2021 meeting 

and she did not indicate that I was in violation by remaining in the council meeting during the 

discussion or vote on the proposed bids, nor did any member of council make me aware of the 

potential violation. Had I been aware of this requirement, I would not have hesitated to comply.  

I am not above instruction or learning. I would have welcomed this insight from either our city 

attorney or my fellow council members. As previously stated, I believed that I was adhering to the 

ethic requirement by stating I was recusing myself and refraining from voting on the matter.  

Finally, my comments and conduct during the March 22, 2021 meeting were not willful or done 

with malfeasance. I did not intend to violate any ethics law. It was a mistake that was committed 

without any malice or premeditation. I have long served my community in many capacities, and it 

is never my intent to do anything as an elected official to discredit, misrepresent or dishonor the 



position in which I have been elected.  I followed procedure as it has been long practiced within 

the City of Chester. Now, however, I know better, will do better, and will ensure that those around 

me do better as well.  As such, I respectfully request that this complaint be dismissed.  

Respectfully, 

Wanda Stringfellow 

 



























From: Laster, Courtney
To: Brabham, Renique; O"Bryan, Rachael
Subject: FW: [External] Stringfellow Hearing
Date: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 5:19:50 PM

 
 
Courtney M. Laster
General Counsel
South Carolina Ethics Commission
201 Executive Center Drive, Suite 150
Columbia, SC 29210
Phone: 803-253-4192
Fax: 803-253-7539
 
From: Wanda Stringfellow <mayorstringfellow@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 5:15 PM
To: Laster, Courtney <claster@ethics.sc.gov>
Subject: [External] Stringfellow Hearing
 
Good afternoon Ms. Laster,
 
I would like to rescind my request for an appeal hearing. I have submitted via US express mail a
cashiers check in the amount of 4,650 the fine assessed.
 
W. Stringfellow 
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